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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 2349 

LIMDIS 

HONG KONG PASS TO INS/DIDIR FELDMAN 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEE VESSELS ALLEGEDLY SEIZED BY FORCE 

1 . IN EARLY MARCH, REFUGEE AFFAIRS PERSONNEL ENCOUNTERED REFUGEES 
FROM FIVE VESSELS ALLEGEDLY SEIZED BY FORCE IN VIETNAMESE WATERS AND 
BROUGHT TO MALAYSIA. CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH CASE VARY AND ARE 
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO VERIFY, PARTICULARLY REGARDING DEGREE OF 
COERCION AND ACTUAL ORIGINAL INTENTIONS OF PASSENGERS INVOLVED. 

WE HAVE NO REPORTS OF ACTUAL INJURIES OR DEATHS RESULTING FROM 
SUCH SEIZURES. 

2. THOUGH SOME ARMED REFUGEES AND PERSONS ALLEGED TO BE SRV 
CADRE WERE REPORTEDLY TAKEN INTO POLICE CUSTODY, GOM HAS 
ALLOWED APPROXIMATELY 300 OF REFUGEES FROM INVOLVED BOATS TO LAND. 
IN THE CAMPS, AUTHORITIES TREAT THEM NO DIFFERENTLY THAN 
REFUGEES WHO HAVE ARRIVED BY MORE CONVENTIONAL MEANS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. UNHCR HAS TAKEN NO OFFICIAL NOTICE OF REFUGEES FROM VESSELS 
ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN SEIZED BY FORCE. UNHCR REPRESENTATIVES AT 
PULAU BESAR DID NOT MENTION TO U.S. INTERVIEWERS CONDITIONS OF 
REFUGEES' ARRIVAL AND SEEMED ANXIOUS FOR U.S. TO BEGIN ACCEPTING 
CONCERNED REFUGEES WIHOUT DIFFERENTIATION BETWEEN THEM AND 
ROUTINE ARRIVALS. 
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4. WE HAVE WAITED TO INTERVIEW SOME 313 REFUGEES FROM THESE 
VESSELS UNTIL WE COULD GAUGE GOM AND UNHCR REACTION. 

WE PLAN TO RESUME INS INTERVIEWS OF BOAT CAMP REFUGEES AFTER 
FIRST WEEK OF APRIL. UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED, WE INTEND 
TO INTERVIEW LANDED REFUGEES FROM SUBJECT VESSELS WITHOUT 
DIFFERENTIATION AND TO PRESENT TO INS THOSE WHO WISH TO GO TO 
U.S. AND APPEAR ELIGIBLE UNDER CURRENT CRITERIA. 

5. THOSE WHO WISH TO RETURN TO VIETNAM ARE APPARENTLY BEING 
HELD AT PRESENT BY GOM AUTHORITIES. NO ACTION HAS YET BEEN TAKEN 
TO RETURN THEM, AS FAR AS WE CAN DETERMINE. WE SUSPECT NEITHER 
THE GOM NOR THE UNHCR ARE EAGER TO TACKLE WHAT IS OBVIOUSLY 

A VERY SENSITVE PROBLEM FOR ALL CONCERNED. 

MILLER 
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